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ways to help today’s workforce succeed 
in today’s economy. There are many 
steps we can and absolutely should 
take to tackle the barriers our workers 
and our families are facing. We should 
start with raising the minimum wage 
because no one working full time in the 
United States today should live in pov-
erty. Low-wage workers in today’s 
economy, who are putting in very long 
hours while raising their children, pay-
ing taxes, and trying to pay the bills, 
deserve a better shot at success. 

But that is not the last step we 
should take. As we are looking for 
ways to expand opportunity for strug-
gling workers and families, we should 
be using every tool in the box—includ-
ing our Tax Code. Policies such as the 
earned-income tax credit have suc-
ceeded in helping millions of house-
holds lift themselves out of poverty, 
which is why Republicans and Demo-
crats have come together to strengthen 
the EITC so many times in the past. 
But today too many struggling work-
ers and families are left behind under 
our outdated Tax Code. 

It is time to build on these efforts to 
support work, including the critical ex-
pansions of the EITC in 2009, which 
should be made permanent, and we 
need to update our Tax Code so that it 
reflects the needs of today’s workforce. 

I am proud to be here today to intro-
duce the 21st Century Worker Tax Cut 
Act. It is a bill that would complement 
critical reforms, such as raising the 
minimum wage, by providing targeted 
tax cuts designed for today’s work-
force. It is paid for by closing wasteful 
loopholes that both Democrats and Re-
publicans have proposed eliminating. 

The 21st Century Worker Tax Cut Act 
would put in place a new tax deduction 
to help struggling families with two 
workers keep more of what they earn. 
The way our Tax Code is currently 
structured, the second earner in a 
household often pays a higher tax rate 
on his or her earnings. Making matters 
worse, when a second earner decides to 
enter the workforce, the family usually 
faces many new costs, such as 
childcare or transportation, and the 
family can lose eligibility for credits, 
such as the EITC and other benefits. 

Add it all up, and many struggling 
two-earner families today end up tak-
ing home a smaller percentage of their 
paycheck than many of the wealthiest 
households in America. These realities 
often discourage a potential second 
earner, such as a mother who is consid-
ering reentering the workforce to re-
turn to her professional career. 

Struggling families face a lot of chal-
lenges to getting ahead today. The 
very least we can do is keep our Tax 
Code from forcing families to take a 
half step backward for every step for-
ward, and that is exactly the problem 
the 21st Century Worker Tax Cut Act 
will help to solve. 

This bill will give our working fami-
lies a 20-percent deduction on the sec-
ond earner’s income. A mom or dad 
who goes back into the workforce and 

brings home an extra $25,000, for exam-
ple, would get a $5,000 deduction. For a 
family in the 25-percent bracket, that 
means $1,250 back in their pocket for 
groceries, childcare, transportation, or 
retirement savings. 

The bill also reflects the reality that 
workers without dependent children 
and young workers who are just start-
ing out are being left behind under the 
current EITC. My colleague Senator 
BROWN has been a leader on this issue. 
He is a cosponsor of the bill I am intro-
ducing today. 

Unlike low-income workers with kids 
at home, workers without dependent 
children receive little or nothing from 
this credit. As workers file their 2013 
tax returns this spring, a single worker 
with no dependent children is eligible 
for a maximum credit of only $487. She 
is entirely phased out of the credit 
once her income reaches $14,340, which 
is about what a full-time minimum 
wage worker would earn in a year. 
Young, childless workers under 25, who 
are starting out in a tough labor mar-
ket, are not eligible at all. In an econ-
omy today where more low-wage earn-
ers are middle-aged and where young 
people are struggling to gain a toehold 
in the job market, it doesn’t make any 
sense. 

Our bill, the 21st Century Worker 
Tax Cut Act, would increase the EITC 
for workers without dependent children 
to about $1,400 next year and expand 
the income range over which workers 
are eligible for the credit. It would also 
lower the eligibility age for the child-
less worker to qualify for the EITC 
from 25 years old to 21 so that young 
workers without dependents get the 
same incentives that have helped so 
many others get on their feet. The 
Treasury Department estimated that 
EITC changes similar to these would 
help more than 13 million struggling 
workers climb the economic ladder. 

As we expand the EITC, we have a re-
sponsibility to do everything we can to 
make sure this credit is going straight 
to the workers and families who need 
it, and part of that responsibility is to 
make sure that the EITC claims are 
filed correctly. Professional tax return 
preparers complete 70 percent of these 
EITC claims. Under our bill, the 21st 
Century Worker Tax Cut, they would 
receive twice the current penalty if 
they don’t follow due diligence require-
ments put in place by the IRS. 

Workers and families are playing 
fair, and the biggest corporations 
should too, and that is why this bill 
would be paid for by closing loopholes 
that the biggest corporations take ad-
vantage of. The 21st Century Worker 
Tax Cut would draw on a proposal from 
my colleague Senator REED of Rhode 
Island, who is also a cosponsor of this 
bill. His proposal closes a loophole that 
lets corporations claim outsized tax 
breaks by paying their executives 
stock options instead of regular pay-
checks. This bill would also stop multi-
national corporations from shifting 
profits into tax havens such as Ber-

muda and the Cayman Islands to avoid 
paying their fair share. 

There is bipartisan support for clos-
ing those loopholes. Both Democrats 
and House Ways and Means chairman 
DAVE CAMP have proposed eliminating 
each of them. Updating our Tax Code 
to give tax breaks to our struggling 
workers instead of big corporations is 
the right thing to do. 

As we continue this important debate 
about how to expand opportunity to 
those who are struggling today, we 
need to make sure we are giving to-
day’s workforce the best shot in to-
day’s economy. We should increase our 
outdated minimum wage to give mil-
lions of workers a raise, and then 
Democrats and Republicans need to 
come together to update our Tax Code 
and give today’s struggling workers 
the tax relief they deserve. The 21st 
Century Worker Tax Cut would be a 
strong, fiscally responsible step toward 
that bipartisan goal, and I am hopeful 
we can get this done for our workers as 
quickly as possible. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 399—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
AMERICAN GI FORUM 

Mr. CORNYN submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: 

S. RES. 399 

Whereas millions of Hispanic veterans re-
turning home from World War II were seg-
regated from other veterans groups and 
wrongfully denied services by the United 
States Department of Veterans Affairs; 

Whereas in response to such inequities, 
Hector P. Garcia, a United States Army vet-
eran and physician from Corpus Christi, 
Texas, founded the American GI Forum 
(AGIF) on March 26, 1948; 

Whereas the motto of AGIF is ‘‘Education 
is our Freedom and Freedom Should be 
Everybody’s Business’’; 

Whereas in 1998, AGIF was granted a Fed-
eral charter pursuant to an Act of Congress 
(Public Law 105–231); 

Whereas one of the purposes stated in the 
AGIF charter is ‘‘fostering and enlarging 
equal educational opportunities, equal eco-
nomic opportunities, equal justice under the 
law, and equal political opportunities for all 
United States citizens, regardless of race, 
color, religion, sex, or national origin’’; 

Whereas the flagship Veterans Service 
Center of the AGIF National Veterans Out-
reach Program is based in San Antonio, 
Texas, and provides a ‘‘continuum of care’’ 
to veterans in need, including employment 
training, counseling, and a homeless vet-
erans reintegration program; 

Whereas the AGIF Residential Center for 
Homeless Veterans has 80 transitional beds 
and 60 single-room apartments dedicated to 
the needs of our Nation’s homeless veterans; 

Whereas AGIF is now the largest Feder-
ally-chartered Hispanic veterans organiza-
tion in the United States, with chapters in 40 
States and Puerto Rico; and 

Whereas AGIF continues to be a beacon of 
hope and an avenue for community involve-
ment for returning veterans: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
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(1) supports and commends the mission, 

goals, and ideals of the American GI Forum 
and its members; and 

(2) encourages others to join with the 
American GI Forum to ensure that veterans 
are never again denied the benefits they have 
earned through their service. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 2869. Mr. TOOMEY (for himself and Mr. 
PRYOR) submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed to amendment SA 2867 proposed 
by Mr. REID (for Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself 
and Mr. CORKER)) to the bill H.R. 4152, to 
provide for the costs of loan guarantees for 
Ukraine; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 2870. Mr. WYDEN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 2867 proposed by Mr. REID (for Mr. 
MENENDEZ (for himself and Mr. CORKER)) to 
the bill H.R. 4152, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 
SA 2869. Mr. TOOMEY (for himself 

and Mr. PRYOR) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 2867 proposed by Mr. 
REID (for Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself 
and Mr. CORKER)) to the bill H.R. 4152, 
to provide for the costs of loan guaran-
tees for Ukraine; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 7 of the amendment, after line 25, 
add the following: 

(c) USE OF LOAN GUARANTEES TO ENHANCE 
NUCLEAR ENERGY SECURITY AND INDEPEND-
ENCE.—Loans for which loan guarantees are 
provided pursuant to subsection (a) may be 
used by the Government of Ukraine or nu-
clear power utilities in Ukraine to purchase 
nuclear fuel from private sector sources and 
to make other investments to enhance the 
nuclear energy security and independence of 
Ukraine. 

SA 2870. Mr. WYDEN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 2867 proposed by Mr. 
REID (for Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself 
and Mr. CORKER)) to the bill H.R. 4152, 
to provide for the costs of loan guaran-
tees for Ukraine; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of the amendment, add the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. 11. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 

FOR UNCONVENTIONAL GAS TECH-
NICAL ENGAGEMENT PROGRAM FOR 
ENGAGEMENT IN EASTERN EUROPE. 

From amounts made available to carry out 
chapter 4 of part II of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2346 et seq.; relating to 
the Economic Support Fund), there are au-
thorized to be appropriated for fiscal year 
2015 and each fiscal year thereafter 
$10,000,000 to the Secretary of State for the 
Unconventional Gas Technical Engagement 
Program of the Department of State, to be 
used for engagement on the utilization and 
development of natural gas resources by for-
eign countries, with particular emphasis on 
countries in eastern Europe. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 

Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on March 26, 
2014, at 2:30 p.m. in room SR–253 of the 
Russell Senate Office Building, to con-
duct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Protecting 
Personal Consumer Information from 
Cyber Attacks and Data Breaches.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on March 26, 2014 at 10 a.m., 
in room SD–406 of the Dirksen Senate 
office building, to conduct a hearing 
entitled, ‘‘Oversight Hearing on the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s 
Fiscal Year 2015 Budget.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Foreign Relations be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on March 26, 2014, at 2:30 p.m., to hold 
a hearing entitled ‘‘Syria After Gene-
va: Next Steps for U.S. Policy.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on March 26, 
2014, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘‘Strengthening Public-Private 
Partnerships to Reduce Cyber Risks to 
Our Nation’s Critical Infrastructure.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Indian Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
March 26, 2014, in room SD–628 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building, at 2:30 
p.m., to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘The President’s Fiscal Year 2015 
Budget for Tribal Programs.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. REID, Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
the Judiciary be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate, on 
March 26, 2014, at 10 a.m., in room SD– 
226 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing, to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Re-
authorization of the Satellite Tele-
vision Extension and Localism Act.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
March 26, 2014, at 10 a.m. in room SD– 

G50 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Special Com-
mittee on Aging be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
March 26, 2014, in room SD–562 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building at 1:45 
p.m., to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Preventing Medicare Fraud: How Can 
We Best Protect Seniors and Tax-
payers?’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
Subcommittee on Financial Institu-
tions and Consumer Protection be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on March 26, 2014, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Are Alternative Financial Products 
Serving Consumers?’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND 
MANAGEMENT SUPPORT 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Subcommittee 
on Readiness and Management Support 
of the Committee on Armed Services 
be authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on March 26, 2014, at 
2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON STRATEGIC FORCES 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Subcommittee 
on Strategic Forces of the Committee 
on Armed Services be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on March 26, 2014, at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Subcommittee 
on Personnel of the Committee on 
Armed Services be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
March 26, 2014, at 10 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AMERICAN FIGHTER ACES CON-
GRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL ACT 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs Committee be 
discharged from further consideration 
of S. 1827 and the Senate proceed to its 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1827) to award a Congressional 

Gold Medal to the American Fighter Aces, 
collectively, in recognition of their heroic 
military service and defense of our country’s 
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